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New country - new name!
A family from Skåne with a patronymic name hides in Chicago
BY TED ROSVALL
Come with me on a journey through various American sources in search of an
elusive family, lost since leaving the parish
of Osby in southern Sweden in 1887. Here
you have them:

Osby (L) AI:22 (1886-1890) Bild 170 / sid 166
(AID: v100788.b170.s166, NAD: SE/LLA/
13300). Arkiv Digital.

The family in this Swedish household examination roll shows father and mother, four
daughters, and two sons, emigrating to
America in 1887.
The head of the family, shopkeeper Sven
Svensson, had been over to America the
year before on a scouting expedition. His
wife, Maria Christina Nilsdotter, born 1851
June 15th at Osby, was the daughter of
Cecilia Piculell (1817-1883), a family that
I have devoted myself to for almost 50
years. Sven and Maria had the following
children, all born in Osby:
Cecilia b .10 Nov. 1872
Evelina b. 23 Aug. 1875
Klara b. 22 May 1878
Edla b. 12 Sep. 1880
Fritz b. 8 Oct. 1882
Algot b. 30 Aug. 1884
With so many family members with
fairly unusual and searchable first names,
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it should be possible to find at least some
of them in U.S. sources and indexes.
Hmmm ... it was certainly not that
simple. Let the search begin in the U.S.
censuses, which have excellent indexes.
Even with a minimum of information, they
often allow you to filter forth just about
anyone. Unfortunately there is no census
in 1890 (it burned in 1921) but in the 1900
one, it ought to be possible to locate them.
In theory! I tried Svensson, Swenson, and
Swanson in combination with Sven, Swen,
and Swan and with Maria, Marie, and
Mary. No luck!
Well, let’s try some of the kids. Evelina
is an unusual name, well- suited for a
search, and yes, in the 1900 census for
Chicago, IL, see the picture below.
Here is an Evelina, born in August 1875
in Sweden and arriving in the U.S. in 1887.
All fits! She is married to one August Hiden
and has two children. Looks promising!
In the following census, that of 1910,
there is however not a single family by the
name Hiden. Same thing in 1920, 1930,
and 1940. Brainstorming! Can Hiden be a

clerical error? Could it instead possibly
have been Hedin? Sure enough, in the 1910
Census, I find the following family still
residing in Chicago: again, see picture
below.
Notice that Evelina is called Lina, and
when I look in the index of Deaths and
Stillbirths in Illinois 1916-1947, I find the
following entry:

Illinois, Deaths and Stillbirths Index, 19161947 (database on-line) Provo, UT, USA.
Ancestry.com.

Year: 1900; Census Place: Chicago Ward 10, Cook, Illinois; Roll: 255; Page: 22A; Enumeration
District: 0271; FHL microfilm: 1240255. Ancestry.com

Year: 1910; Census Place: Chicago Ward 12, Cook, Illinois; Roll: T624_254; Page: 17A;
Enumeration District: 0610; FHL microfilm: 1374267. Ancestry.com
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The father is named as Oscar Swanberg
and the mother as Maria Anderson. Most
disagreeable!
Although it looked very promising, this
Evelina is probably not the person we are
looking for.
Let us try a different angle of attack: the
sons, Fritz and Algot, born in 1882 and
1884, were of the right age to have had to
muster for the Great War in 1917 or 1918.
There are 24 million draft registration
cards to search, luckily with an excellent
index to them. This enormous database is
also searchable by birthdates, which is why
I put “Fritz and 1882 and October 8th” into
the search engine. No matches.
I know however from experience that
many immigrants named Fritz tended to
Americanize their German-sounding name
to Frederick or Fred. When I try this possibility, the following card emerges:

lie, was born in Chicago a few years after,
arrival. The new versions of the first names
seem logical. As an immigrant, you are
eager to become an American as soon as
possible and it is perhaps better to have a
non-deviant first name. Thus Maria
becomes Mary, Cecilia Ceila, Edla Edna,
Fritz Fred, and Algot Albert.
But how can a Sven Svensson turn into
Oscar Swanberg? My theory is that he first
tried Swan Swanson, but was not satisfied
with the repetition, which also may have
been difficult for him and others to pronounce.
Better to create a totally new surname
similar to Swanson; why not Swanberg?
And the first name then? Well, who was
the King of Sweden and Norway at the
time? Oscar II ....

Many names for mother

Oscar was found in the Illinois, Deaths and
Stillbirths Index, 1916-1947 (database online) Provo, UT, USA. Ancestry.com.

How did he die?
The Chicago Tribune [12 June 1898]:

Five of the children can be found in the
Illinois death index. On all occasions the
father is called OSCAR Swanberg, while
the mother receives five different names:

U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards,
1917-1918 [database on-line]. Provo, UT,
USA: Ancestry.com

Frederick William Swanberg. Hmmmm,
the right birthday but a totally different
surname. And do you really add a middle
name, William, just like that? No, this is
probably another dead end ... or? Swanberg! Was that not the maiden name of the
Evelina in the above record? Back to the
Chicago census of 1900. Among all the
Swedes in Chicago the following family
shows up:
The mother is called Mary Swanberg,
the month and year of birth is correct, and
she is a widow. She has given birth to seven
children, who are all still living. Five are
still at home: Ceila (Cecilia), Clara, Fred,
and Albert (Algot). A seventh child, Char-

Maria Anderson
Mary Nielson
Mary Pikenelly
Mary Pikonell
Mary Piknoll
It is quite obvious that it is the grandmother’s original old family name, Piculell, that lurks in the background when the
descendants are to provide the authorities
with information for the death certificate.
Nice to see, although incorrect!

What happened to
Oscar?
So, what happened to poor old Sven Svensson, AKA Oscar Swanberg? Bad things!
As his wife Mary is then listed as a widow,
he must have died before 1900. Why did
he die at such a young age?

Year: 1900; Census Place: Chicago Ward 10, Cook, Illinois; Roll: 255; Page: 4B; Enumeration
District: 0269; FHL microfilm: 1240255. Ancestry.com
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Popular Swedish baby
names
The Statististiska Centralbyrån (Statistics
Sweden) has recently released the list of
most popular names for newborn babies:

Girls:

[Article from Newspapers.com]
Editor’s note: There is also a longer
article in the Swedish Newspaper Svenska
amerikanaren, published 14 June 1898 in
Chicago.

Boys:

This article was first published on the Rötter-bloggen, a blog in Swedish on the web site
of the Swedish Federation of Genealogical
Societies (Sveriges Släktforskarförbund).

After publication one of the readers, Ms.
Chris Bingefors, added the information
from the database Homicide in Chicago
1870–1930 (link on page 26) that the
murderer, who is here called Edward
Hung(!), was sentenced to 12 years in
Joliet prison, for intentional manslaughter.
The date is given as 11 July, instead of 11
June, but the victim is recorded by surname
Swanberg, so this must be the correct case.
**********************************
Author Ted Rosvall is a wellknown Swedish genealogist.
His e-mail is
<ted.rosvall@telia.com>
Ted Rosvall and co-author AnnaLena Hultman will in May release
their new book (in Swedish) called
Emigrantforska på internet.

10

Swedish American Genealogist 2017:1

Most common surnames:

